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Questious For The Record From Senator CarI Levin
January 20;2005

Uranium I'rour Africa

Ouestioú #1:

ThE CIA lrad sent a meriro to yorr and M¡. ÏIadley on Octob et 6, Z}[Z.concernirig a
draô of the President's schedult¡d October 7,2A02 Cinsinnati speeoh. That¡¡.oio' inoluded an explanation of the ¡easons why the CIA belier¡ed the refercncc to
Iraq's atternpts to obtain; uránir¡m from Africa sbould be 4eleted. The CIa úad,
sgnt a prçvíous momo to lvlr. Hadley (and Mr, Gerrsonr, who was'the speechurriter)
the day before fiat merno sent to {ou, aF1þ o4pressing its doubts .påout the reports
oflraq's atternpts to getr¡ra¡rÍrru from A.frica. Finalt¡ the ÞÍrector of Central
Intelligence, George Tcnct, called Mr. Hadley dircctly to aslr that the refercnce to
uftniúm froin á.frica be deleted Êom the Ociober 7 speech. As a fcsult of the
CIA's rnul$pfe expressions ofiß doubß about these reports, the referenc" *æ
deleted, and the october 2002 upTgh ¡nage no lnçngg[ oflraq's purported
attempts to ob*airr rranium from Africa..Give,o all tÏ¡is and othê¡ actiiity, were you:
ayarc ?r,fuattime (October 2002)that thq Intolligence Community nu¿láo,rUt* ' 

- -
about the repgrts of lraq's pu4ported efforts to obtain r¡raoiun fro;L Aûica? Were
you aw_are príorto January 28,2}03rthe dete of fhe President's State of the Unj*
speecb?

Á.nswer¡ ' 
.

I do aotrecall latelligenoc Cornmrurity concerns aboutthe credibility of

reports about lraþ's atternpts to'obtain u¡anir¡m ûomAûica either at the tíme of the

Cincinnati qpeeohpr the State ofthe Union speech. I wouldnôte that the Seirate

Seleçt Comnrittee on Intelligenoe report on prewar intelligence assessrre'fs on lraq
'stated,

' ulvhen ooordinatiag the state of the union, no ceahal
Intelligence Agency (crA) analysrs or officials told the

. National. secr:rity cor¡noil O[sc) to remove the 116 words'or
that there wcré conccms about the credibility of th'e lraq-Niger
uanium teporting." :
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. euestions x'or The Record Frorn sendtor carl l-evÍu
January Z0,Z0OS

Ouestion 42:

Prior ro rhe stare o{t}r union Ð,:*h 0q.uoy zg, z0o3), did, you ev* discusswitl¡ rbe Director of Centual ftú"iuisr*à d;s;-i'*rt ?h" l"írUiefuucomrrunityos doubts about repo¡ts-ofLuq'l 
"ttitptr to get *ri*lJ* A-ÊÍca?If so, when was the first rime lou disoæråo *r"-nätt"i ftn rrim, *¿ uo* manylimes d'id you diseuss the Íssuã prior ûo the st"te;rhe union?

Answer:.
do not recall discussing. rntelligence commr¡nity doubts about such rcporfs

with Director lenetprior to tho state of the union,
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Questions For The Record F'rorn senator carl Levin
Jauuary 20,2005

Ouesfio¡.#9:

Prior to the State of the- Uaion speech ofJanuary 2003 did you ever discr¡qs rnith
Stephen IIadIey_, your deput¡ the choice ofwoiding_for thaspeech conocnoing
haq's p.urported atternpts to obtain ruanium ûom Aûisa? Prior to the ú;rh, ir*"you awáre that the langrnge had been chgrregl to takcrcference to tfre b*it¡rú 

- -
havinglearned of such efforts, rather tlran srating it as ttre US Government view.?

.A,usweJ:;

- y*, I did disc¿rss with Stephc,n l{adtey concenrs the Inrelligense

Comm:nityhad about protccting sources and nethods regarding reporis on lraqi

aftempts to procuie uranium fronl-A.frica Tbese concenui'were addressed by citing

a foreign govcrnmønt service. I do not recall *y aiuo*sion of cono€'ns about the

credibility of the report*
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Questfons F'or the Record Flom Seuator Carl Levin
January 20, 2005

Ouestion #4;

{ere yo-} at 
111 

involved tn fÞe d^Tl$g.*akíng process about rhe phraseology of
. the wording for the January 28,2003 State of thJUni_ oa ryeech "oo6.*t 

iogftã;,
putported aüempts to obtain r¡ra¡'riurn from Africa ('The British govenrmufrt[= -
Ieamed that Saddam Hussein recently soïrght signifiöant quantitiãs of ruanir.urr
from AÊica')? lf/ho was fhe authoi ofthe wording and was the author u**u thut
the CIA had serious doubæ about the clairn at lcasi as eárly as Septemb w Z1AZi

An$Irer:
Yes, f did díscuss v¡ith Stephen Hadley conçcms ttre Inæltìgence

Commr¡nity}aad abouÉ proteoting sourees and mctbods regarding reports on lraqi

aftempts to prootrre u¡anium ftom -A-ûica. Tlre State of tlre Union speech was

prepared by the Presidenfs speeohwriters, in coordination with ofher membcrs of

tbe executivebrancL I do nof Islow who actually aufhored the words aboutlraq,s

attempts to procure r¡¡arrir¡n ûom Africa.
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QuestÍous F'or The Record Frôm Senator CarI Levin
Jauuary 20,2005

Ouestion #5:

on July L3,z}O4you said the following on Face the Nation: ï.What I knew ai the
time is thut qo oot hud told m th?t 4rrg,þ"t". "oor** .bort tÌr" Brifr--
reoortinq." Giver¡ aII the activifyindicating cIA dooffi n,
ctairn, including a CIA merno sent to^you in early October Z112,tt"*.,oolã Vo"not Islow of the doubts ar¡d concerns?

Ansrveri
I do not recall reading or receiving the CIA memo of October 2002.

However, I was'awâre ofthe Ootober ?002 Nationat Intelligence Estjmate stating,

"Iraq also began vigorousþtrying to procure u¡aniurn ore ar¡d yelowcake;

acEriring either could shorten ihe time Plaghdadneeds 19 produce nuclear

rfleapons.tt'
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o¡n Senator Carl Levin
. January Z0rZ00S

Ouesfion #6:

rn Jnne'8 , 2003, on,.ABc's This we^k wíih George steprnnopouros,you said. ,,At
the time the st¿te of tho union address ry1qripãr.d¡ lhere *ur" i.o oth", só'rcesthat.said that they we,r.e, tbe lraqis ïtjt:.r:"ra"s'yuow-cake, ;*r,; oxide, froth
ffiå.*igîy_i'*::*,_:*l***Ë{-ð¡"*r[tnå-Ë;,'arrqporr,v'elearned sub.sequently. 

'ou'.qgs.a.sÇ;t-í*ijriË::ä,ät,""Ë:iË 
rqport' v'/e

comgmitv did no! know at thaltime or at levcl*tho, ønr rn rrs rrrq* *r-;^ .r,L-r ¡r .

How could yoy tg-Tch a thing 
"rtren, 

before th9 ltate of the ûnion sp'èech, rbecIA had told tlre British of its ã'ou¡ts áuout flù"i-;eü.dä"* to remove Írfrom their dossior; when the Ðirector of cc,r¡tual Intetligen""îã p"rroually calledyour Depufv' stephen ÏIadle¡i when tlre DcI rtr¿r.nt ã;il; ;rio*ober i to lvfr.' Hadley; and when he sent unãtber memo ro you *d.Ivt, H"ã;t;".ocrobs 6, a, .

explaining why the clairn should be rE¡nov"á tor tho kesident,s october Zcincinnari speech" which it was. Fo* o* yoffi* trrài ;trrãii"uigence
com¡n:nity did not know atthattime sr æir"rir aãtã"t t" * ,ti this, fhar rhcrcwas serious guestions. ebOut this reporf'?

,,
Answer;

Nátional rnælligence Estimates represent the authoritafive judgment of the

Intelligence community. crAalso provided ir¡fonnation citing lraq,s attgmpts to
procure u¡anium ûom Africa to the li¡hite House for:r days before the state of the
union speech' r would also note that the senatå rnterligcnce commitree concluded

that uo cIA analysts or ofñcials expresscd doubt about the ruarrium rgportÍnc whe'
cooidÍnating on thc State of the Union speech.
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Questions F'or The Record From senafor carl Levin' January ZO, Z00S

Iraq: Alurninum Tubes

Ouestion #7:

on July 30,2003 you said ethe consensus view of the "A¡nerícan intelligence
agenry" [sic] was ..' that the ah¡niium arbes 'þ'ere most tikely for thiluse,,,
meani¡g fo¡ ceatifirges to make nuclear v/eapons. However, ihrr. was no
oonsensus r¡iew on the use of rhe aluminum rubes; there *us ã fi¡ndamentai
disagreement within tbc Intelligence Community, and the nepurrn*t of Energyand the State Departllcnt did not believe the tubes Were intenr-deA for centriñrges.
Given that there was no consensnrs, wbr did you say there was?

Answer:

. TLe October 2}OzNational lrrtelligeuce Estirnats established the'Intelligence

Conulumity's authoritative assessment on the aluminum hrbes issue. It statlô..

"I\dost agencies believe tb¿t saddarn,s personal interest in and Iraqs
aggressive attempts to obrain high-stengrh atuminum tubes for ¡'
91mrífuge roto.rs -.as well.as rraq,s atternpts to acquire magnets,
high-speed balanoing rnachines and macfrine tood - pro.riã. 

---'
compelling evidence thar saddam is reconstitt¡ting a uranium
enrichment effort for Baghdad's rmclear weaponsirogrrro (DoE 

.agrees that reconstitution of the nuclea¡ p.rogram is rul¿eryuy u"i
asscsses thar the g!"r _are 

probablv 
1ot part orthe program.Í' a

footnote notcd INR's alternative víeïi tothe NIE's'ãutÌ-orÍtaúvc 
-

assessment
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Januarl 20, Z00S

. No Distinctiou Between Iraq aud al'eaeda?

.Oggsgon #8r
Ðo you make ar¡y distÍnction betwaen Saddam Hussein and al eaeda rvlren Ítcomes to thc !\rar on terror, or ðo you think they are indistinguisàabtei :' -'

' ,â.nswer:

-

, "bs, 
fhero is of course a distinction, but SaddamHussein did harbor

temorists and had many otl¡e¡ ties to terrorists, inoluding confacts with at eaida as

t]re 9-11 Conrrnission'reco gnJz;ed, And he ïsas aD avowed enemy of America and

of ou¡ allies, The possibility that an outlaw statE might pass a ,weapon of mass

, of o*jtim.


